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SELF ADVOCATES GROUP – 24 February 2022 

 
 

 
Gerard welcomed everyone.  Although we are still 
meeting via MS Teams it is hoped that we can meet in 
person soon, once it is considered safe and appropriate to 
do so.   
 
There were no minutes to agree; the last meeting on 9 
December did not take place as many people were 
unable to attend. 

 
 

Housing 
 

• Gerard shared a presentation with us on, you can see this 

by clicking on Developing a Housing Offer Presentation 

(PDF, 516KB).  This included how we develop an offer, 

what commissioners do, links with Planning, links with 

Strategic Housing, the offer, supported living and 

HomeChoice.   

• Gerard explained how we work with developers, care 

providers and social work teams; look at where the need for 

housing exists and work alongside registered housing 

providers.   

• We do this to ensure any offer we can make meets our requirements.  We look at 

location, the space within a proposed property, who could provide support, the 

rental and service charges and how close the property would be to support 

networks: this would include how close to families, shops, facilities, day services 

and transport routes. 

• We link to the Vulnerable and Older People strategy, Housing strategy, the Local 

Plan, local community involvement such as the recent Middlewich scheme and 

link with people who have lived experience. 

http://www.cheshireeastlearningdisabilitiesboard.org.uk/pdf/Housing-Presentation-LDPB-Self-advocate-Group-v1.pdf
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• We have established a pilot group of Self Advocates and parents / carers to look 

into a proposed new scheme in Congleton to gain their thoughts on the proposal 

and the first meeting will take place very soon. 

• From our understanding of current need, at the moment the levels of supply in 

Crewe / Middlewich & Sandbach are good, in Congleton / Alsager / Macclesfield 

it’s medium and in Knutsford / Wilmslow / Poynton the supply is limited; one 

reason for the limited supply is due to high land values. 

• Gerard then introduced Chris Hutton (Senior Policy Officer for Strategic Housing) 

who was invited to talk to us about his team’s work. 

• Chris shared a presentation on screen. 

• The wider Housing team have responsibilities such as homelessness.  Chris is 

part of a smaller team of development and policy officers who look at demand for 

certain types of accommodation and try to assess need, they also look at the 

quality of accommodation.  A new Housing Strategy is being drafted which will 

look at how Cheshire East can provide suitable accommodation. 

• Link to the current Vulnerable and Older Persons Housing Strategy for 2020 – 

2024:  Vulnerable and older persons housing strategy (cheshireeast.gov.uk) 

• The team look at existing housing for people with Learning Disabilities and want 
to engage with Self Advocates and families to see what the borough needs.  A lot 
of people live with their families or friends.  Previously larger properties with 4/5 
tenants were offered, now there is a move to independence and people want 
their own front door, their own tenancy and this needs to be reflected in the 
strategy.   

• Chris also talked about HomeChoice – anyone can sign up to this, although there 
is a very large waiting list.  Bids are then placed for properties.  People are 
prioritised on a band from A to E; but banding can change when people’s 
circumstances change.  Priority is restricted to people with a local connection to 
Cheshire East.  Additional support to complete forms and help with bidding can 
be provided. 

• Part of the team’s role is to increase the number of affordable properties available 
in Cheshire East, and currently the team are exceeding the target. 

• Under the Housing Development Framework, the team can go out to the market 
to say what the local authority are looking for e.g., more properties in the north of 
the borough.  The new supported scheme in Congleton is a way of the local 
authority taking an active role and see what comes forward from developers. 

 
Questions 
 

• Glyn asked where responsibility lay once a tenant has moved 
in? 

• Chris said that would be the registered housing provider; there 
are housing officers and management teams for properties.  They 

would be responsible for rent queries, repairs, dealing with anti-
social behaviour problems and such like. 

https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/pdf/housing/strategic-housing/vulnerable-and-older-persons-housing-strategy-2020-24.pdf
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• Glyn asked if there was a list to predict demand, and the design aspect – 
wheelchair suitability, or if properties are built and then tenants found to fit. 

• Gerard advised that we link with social work teams, go through proposals, 
social work teams have names of clients and who would be suitable for 
any given property. 

• Gerard added that accommodation through HomeChoice is available to 
people with milder needs, with support packages provided through Adult 
Social Care. 

• Claire said there were lots of retirement flats in Wilmslow and nothing for 
LD.  Claire suggested people with LD could also live in mixed properties 
with older people.  Claire said there was one property in particular, a 
private expensive development, where a large number of flats were empty.  
Maybe such a mix should be considered in developments. 

• Gerard agreed that such a mix could be valuable, but also that Wilmslow is 
difficult for commissioners due to land costs. 

• Glyn asked if there was a list of vacancies available? 

• Gerard said there was an internal list for social work teams e.g. of C4CE 
property vacancies, but market provider vacancies come via the Cheshire 
Brokerage team and vacancies are not in the public domain. 

• Mika explained that social workers refer to Brokerage; information is sent 
out and providers respond with offers.  Social workers also look at 
compatibility in a setting, the right care to be available to get it right for our 
clients.  A lot of work is done in the background, it’s a different journey for 
each person and we need to get the mix of tenants right in each setting. 

• Glyn said he had looked for a very long time for his son and had only been 
offered one property, there was no choice.  Mika advised that at that time 
the Brokerage system had not been in place.  There is a wider choice now. 

• Gerard thanked Chris for attending and sharing how his teamwork; it is 
also very encouraging that Glyn, Tad and Claire want to work with the 
project group on the Housing pilot and we can move forward and improve 
our offer to our clients. 

 
 

Cheshire & Merseyside Cancer Alliance 
 

• Jo Trask and Ellie Gunner-Taylor have been invited to talk about their work for 
the Cheshire & Merseyside Cancer Alliance. 

• Jo shared a presentation with us explaining their role and the work they are 
doing; they are looking at health inequalities and the patient experience, and how 
this links to the LD population, who don’t always get the screening or diagnostic 
tests they need. 
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• The Alliance wants to talk to people as well as organisations and bring people 
together to build a network to help improve quality and make cancer services 
more appropriate.  They want to partner with commissioning 
organisations to ask if services are suitable for people with 
LD, get everyone’s opinions and create a network of people 
with lived experience and talk to them to change what can 
be changed. 

• They want people to share their stories, see what the gaps 
are.  

• The Alliance wants to establish a Readers Panel to see if 
materials are appropriate and accessible. 

• The Alliance wants to create more opportunities that are community based for 
example, could screening be done in day centres, would it be appropriate?  They 
want to find out if screening has been offered at the doctor’s? 

• There are various ways to become involved in the project such as following social 
media, or join the community, or join the Readers Panel. 

 
Questions 
 

• Gerard said it would be very interesting to become involved 
in the Readers Panel.  In terms of screening, is there a 
broad plan at present on how to complete screening? 

• Jo said not as yet, it is half as likely that people with a 
learning disability are screened, so we want to encourage 
more screening.  Some tests can be very intrusive so we want to 
encourage families, parents and carers to support people with a learning 
disability to attend. 

• Claire said she loves MacMillan as they helped her mum.  Macclesfield Hospital 
had a very nice set up when her dad had bowel cancer, the volunteers were very 
helpful and reassured people and did a wonderful job.  Claire saw some ladies 
who were very fragile, her mum was lucky and recovered and Claire is a 
supporter of MacMillan. 

• Jo said MacMillan will continue with their work but this particular project has 
funding for two years, and we hope for longer. 

• Jo said the family support was a good point.  Jo would like Claire’s input into this 
project. 

• Gerard asked if there were any identified barriers? 

• Jo said things like understanding what has been written in a letter if someone 
lives alone, or if someone lives in shared accommodation attendance could be 
optional.  Jo said Wirral had run a good project for bowel cancer screening, as 
this can be an embarrassing area for some people complete the task in the home 
screening kit.  There could be gaps in transport to an appointment or having what 
will happen in a screening explained properly. 

• Gerard said the next step from our perspective would be to encourage people to 
become involved and promote within the social work teams and with the 
providers themselves. 
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• Jo offered to send more information & Gerard thanked Jo for attending and telling 
us about this project. 

 

Any other business 
 
Gerard said the next meeting of the Self Advocates 
group is on 24 March and asked how people felt about 
face to face meetings? 
 
Claire said it depends where these would be held, if 
there was transport available, and although she has got 
used to meetings on Teams, it would be nice to meet 
face to face. 
 
Gerard thanked everyone for attending and their valuable contributions.  The next 
meeting will still be held on Teams, but hopefully we can meet in person soon. 
 
Meeting closed at 11:38. 
 

 
 
The next Self Advocates Group meeting will be held on  
24 March 2022 at 10.30 via MS Teams  
 
Gerard thanked everyone for attending and sharing their 
thoughts and experiences. 
 
 

 
People who came to the meeting: 
 
Gerard Buckley – Chair / Integrated Commissioning Manager, CEC 
Claire – Self Advocate 
Tad – Parent/carer 
Glyn – Parent/carer 
Jill Stenton – Senior Commissioning Manager, CEC 
Mika Naylor – Practice Manager, LD South, CEC 
Chris Hutton – Senior Policy Officer, Strategic Housing, CEC 
Jo Trask – MacMillan Quality Improvement Lead, Patient Experience & Health Inequalities, 
Cancer Alliance 
Ellie Gunner-Taylor – MacMillan Quality Improvement Officer, Cancer Alliance 
Anna Tendyra – Business Support & Finance, CEC (minutes) 
 
People who said they could not come: 
 
Mark Hughes – Senior Commissioning Manager, CEC 
 
 
 


