
  

These are the minutes of the Cheshire East Partnership Board meeting for 
Adults with Learning Disabilities held on 26 November 2015 

            Welcome 
  

Tom welcomed everyone to the meeting and 
we looked at the Minutes from the September 
meeting.   
 

                      September Minutes 
 
The minutes need to be changed on Page 11 when we were 
talking about the Council’s Quality Assurance Team.  It was 
agreed that the minutes will be revised as below: 
“Kate suggested that there was an opportunity for people who 
have direct experience of services to be part of the Quality      
Assurance Team.”   
 

                      Minor Ailment Scheme 
Catherine gave us more information 
about the Minor Ailments Scheme at 
the Pharmacy and produced a list of 
the things we can talk to a Pharmacist 
about.  The Pharmacist will try to help 
and provide medication for these       
ailments but may still ask that you go 
and see your doctor if you are already 
taking other medicines. 
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Updates from Sub Groups 

South Partnership Board  
 

They talked about the Partnership 
website and that the Big Health  
Outcome event had been           
cancelled.  The Board started     
planning for next year and decided 
upon the  important things to      
discuss.   
 
 
Alison Woodhouse came to talk about Health Checks and 
Flu jabs.  Some people went on the tour of the Crewe    
Lifestyle Centre and were very impressed with the building.  
It is exciting that it will be ready for occupancy soon. 
 

North Partnership Board  
 

The North Board also started planning for next year.  They 
have decided that finances and the benefit changes are the 
most important things to discuss in 2016.   
 

     The Autism Group 
 
Penny said that 4 people came to the last 
meeting.  They used the time for planning.  
She has appealed for people to join the 
Group if they are interested in Autism. 
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News and other things we talked about 

 
News from Macon House: 
Tom said that the Lifestyle group are now at Macon House and 
the Hilary Centre before the final move to the Crewe Lifestyle 
Centre next year.  Moving twice has not caused them any 
problems and they like all the activities they are doing.  Char-
lotte and Michael are enjoying the Media Group and the Drama 
Group. 
 
Silky Sundays & Fancy Dress:   
Mike and Marcus wanted to let everyone know that 
the  Disco night on 29 November is fancy dress—
come as a character from The Movies! 
 
 

News from Macclesfield Lifestyle Group: 
The Prince’s Trust are visiting and they are all going to the 
Pantomime and a Christmas party. 
 
Andy has received a reply to his letter to the Macclesfield GP 
about the permission letter to do exercise.  Louise said that  
the GP practice is happy to provide a permission letter but they 
did not like the wording so they will help us with the right 
words.  In the meantime the appropriate risk assessment has 
been completed so that Marcus can still exercise at the gym. 
 
 

News from The Purple Onion, Crewe 
They are having a Christmas Disco and Carol Service. 
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Building the Right Support 

 

Catherine came to talk about the     
national plan “Building the Right   
Support” which is a plan for people 
with learning disabilities, autism and     
mental health conditions.   
Some people may have more than 
one condition. 
 
 

We talked about the reasons why some 
types of special hospitals need to close 
and that people will be supported in a 
different way with more services being 
available within the local community. 

  

 

 

We talked about people with learning    
disabilities and autism having the same 
rights as everyone else.  They should 
choose where they live and who with.  
They should get support and treatment in 
their local community. 

 
 

The changes will mean that people will 
not need to stay in hospital for too long.  
Some hospitals will close.  Services will 
become more “person centred”. 
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Building the Right Support 

 
 

  

 
 

The plan states that the commissioners 
of services will need to work together 
across the NHS and councils. 
 
They will need to listen to and work with 
people with learning disabilities and/or 
autism and their families.  They will need 
to find new ways to plan and pay for  
services. 
 

 
In our area of the North West a 
partnership has been set up 
called Transforming Care  
Partnership for Cheshire and 
Wirral.  This partnership will     
include people from the clinical 
commissioning groups and local 
authorities.  Members of Partnership Boards are also  
invited to be part of this group.  Information from NHS 
England has been circulated to our Board members with 
an invitation to join the first meeting which will be on 8 
December.  
 
 
The Plan will need to be ready by April 2016.  The 
changes will be completed by the end of 2018. 
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Building the Right Support 

 
The Partnership will be checking 
that things have changed for the 
better. 
 
 Quality of Life has improved 
 Quality of care has improved 
 Support in the community is 

better and less people are 
going to hospital 

 Independent people will check what has changed 
 
 
 
 The NHS and Councils need to put    

money together 
 Spend money on community services, 

not hospitals 
 Use money that is saved when special 

hospitals are closed 
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Building the Right Support 

 
We talked about what happens with people who have a 
learning disability or other developmental disorder and 
complex needs.   
 
The majority of people are supported 
within the community by the community 
teams but there is a small number of 
people who have to live in long stay 
hospitals.  For some people it may not 
be possible for them to return to live in Cheshire.   
 
 

Andy explained that community mental 
health services are moving towards 
working as an intensive support team.  
They will continue to work closely with 
carers and families to ensure that care is 
provided in the community for vulnerable 
patients to prevent them going into    

hospital.  Andy also said the team will be receiving more 
training and support to increase their knowledge of  
dealing with patients. 
 
We talked about the NHS England event on 
8 December.   
 
Catherine said that the Clinical               
Commissioning Group will bid for some 
money which will be spent on Challenging 
Behaviour training for Providers. 
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Visit to Cheshire West and Chester LD Partnership Board 

 
Gill, Jon and Tom went to visit the 
Cheshire West and Chester Learning 
Disabilities Partnership Board.  They 
wanted to find out what they do in 
their meetings, how they do it and if 
there is anything we can learn which 
will help us improve our meetings. 
 
 
The venue for the meeting was      
accessible and had some free     
parking.  They were a friendly group.  
They had tea, coffee and cake      
provided by a local Day Care group 
who served out these refreshments.  
Jon thought that maybe we would 
like to consider this when we move 
to Congleton Library. 

 
They have an easy read agenda with 
the amount of time each item should 
take.  They kept to this time.  They 
have 11 sub-groups which is a lot so 
they take it in turns and talk about 3 
sub-groups per meeting.  There is 
one professional who is the Chair 
and a lot more professionals than self-advocates and 
carers attend.  We think we have a better balance of 
members for our Partnership Board. 
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Visit to Cheshire West and Chester LD Partnership Board 

 
They talked about a new approach 
to policing incidents involving  
people with mental health.   
Across Cheshire, Operation 
“Street Triage” will see a team of 
mental health community nurses 

from Cheshire and Wirral partnership NHS Foundation 
Trust (CWP) accompanying dedicated police officers 
during 999 and 101 call-outs to offer advice and          
assistance in reducing the number of people being      
arrested or being unnecessarily taken to hospital for 
treatment.   
 
 
They had a visitor from Project SEARCH who talked 
about people obtaining paid employment using their or-
ganisation in Bradford.  

 
 
The West Partnership Board produce two 
sets of minutes.  One set is a long      
version.  The other is easy-read.  Gill 
said she thinks the easy-read version is 
so short that it misses out information 
and is not helpful. She thinks our minutes 

are just right for providing information.  We liked the idea 
of an Action Log to check that things have been done 
and so we will use this in 2016 to use with our minutes. 
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Members who came to the meeting  

Gill Welch    Co-chair and parent carer 
Tom Clapperton  Co-chair and self advocate 
Mike Ward    Self advocate 
Charlotte Goodwin Self advocate  
Marcus Bowness  Self advocate 
Michael Palin   Self advocate 
Louise Nicholson  Macclesfield Lifestyle Group 
Lisa Ferguson   David Lewis Centre 
Tom Brereton   Macon House 
Kate Sibthorpe  Healthwatch 
Andy Worth   Cheshire & Wirral NHS Foundation Trust 
Penny Hughes   Eastern Cheshire Clinical Commissioning Group 
Catherine Mills  South Cheshire Clinical Commissioning Group 
Jon Wilkie    Projects Officer, Cheshire East Council 
Ann Riley    Corporate Commissioner, Cheshire East Council 
Sarah Peers   Service Manager,  LD, Cheshire East Council 
Lesley Cook   Adult Social Care, Cheshire East Council 
Alison Ratcliffe  Secretary, Cheshire East Council 
 

People who said they could not come to the meeting 
Councillor Jos Saunders  Cheshire East Council 
Dave Leadbetter    Children & Families, Cheshire East  
Glyn Withenshaw    Parent Carer 
Darren Brodrick    David Lewis Centre 
Jackie Alexander    Co-chair & parent carer 
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The next meeting 

21 January 2016 
Starting at 10.00 am 

 
The next meeting will be at: 
 
Ground Floor meeting room, 
Congleton Library, Market Square, 
Congleton, Cheshire CW12 1ET 
 
Please enter the building on the ground 
floor behind bus stops (white sliding 
door) 

    

 
        
 
 
 

  Here are the dates for 2016 
 
       24 March       19 May 
  28 July     29 September       
  24 November 
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Cheshire East Learning Disabilities Partnership Board 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   Jon Wilkie Partnership Boards Co-ordinator 
Email: Jon.Wilkie@cheshireeast.gov.uk 
Telephone: 01625 374770 

Contact Details 

Ann Riley - Corporate Commissioning  
Manager,  
Cheshire East Council and Chair of the  
Partnership Board 
Email:  Ann.Riley@cheshireeast.gov.uk  
Tel: 01270 371406 

 

Gill Welch 
Co-Chair & Chair of  South 
Partnership Board 

Jackie Alexander 
Co-Chair & Chair of North  
Partnership Board 


