
  

These are the minutes of the Cheshire East Partnership Board meeting for 
Adults with Learning Disabilities held on 24th March 2016 

 
Welcome and who could not be at the 

meeting today 
  

Jackie Alexander & Tom Clapperton welcomed 
everyone to the meeting. Gill Welch, Ann Riley, Darren          
Broderick, Mike Ward, Janet Clowes, Jos Saunders and      
Catherine Mills could not come to the meeting today.               
We looked at the minutes from the 21st January and didn’t 
make any changes. 
 

Updates from sub-groups 
At the last meeting of the South Partnership Board they talked 
about hate crime and staying safe.  Jackie wondered if we could 
have some more of the hate crime packs?  We know there is a 
computer App now but not everyone has a computer.    
 
Jon Wilkie reported that you can report hate crime at            
Community Reporting Centres as well as police     
stations.  Jackie said that Keeping Safe North had a 
hate crime meeting at Shop Mobility planned—but 
this was cancelled.  Jackie will tell us when the next 
one is arranged.   Jon and Jackie will look in to       
getting us a list of safe places. 



2 

More about Hate Crime  

   
Hate Crime is on the Agenda at the next  
South Partnership meeting and a Policeman  
is coming to give a talk.   
 
In the North the next meeting with be about 
Benefits. 
 

Growing Opportunities for Learning Disabilities  
Group (GOLD)  

The Gold Group meeting is continuing and they are looking at 
updating the Gold Directory.   As well as Sport and Leisure there 
will be information on getting to other events, such as theatres 
and cinemas.   How the Directory looks will be updated and it 
will be made easier to read. 
 
There is a Gold Group Leaflet on line and Louise Nicholson who 
was at the meeting asked Jon Wilkie to send her a copy.   
This leaflet is on the Everybody website as well.                                    
www.everybody.org.uk 
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Issues from Self Advocates and Carers 

Glyn Withenshaw asked if we could talk about pay rates for 

day care sessions.  He wanted to know, is a session a full day 

(7 hours) or is a session one morning (1/2 day) or one            

afternoon (1/2 day)?   

 

He said that in some cases providers charge for one 7 hour 

session and this means 5 sessions is a full week, but in some 

places one session is a morning or afternoon and this means a 

full week is 10 sessions.   This has an effect on the cost for 

people going to the services and for the providers of the       

services.  Jon Wilkie thought there could be differences        

because of the types of service being provided.   

 

The Council is talking to some providers about rates and how 

we make sure that the charges are clear to customers and Jon 

will let us know what he has found out at the next meeting in 

May. 
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Caring for Carers  

 
Rob Walker came to see us to talk   
about  the Carers Strategy.    

 
Over the last 5 years, the Strategy  
has been written taking into account views of carers.  
 
After being read by the Health and Wellbeing Board and the 
two CCG’s the Strategy has now been agreed. 
 
The document will now be put in to an easy read format and 
the document will be ready to hand out in April .  It will be   
available in GP surgeries and other places where carers can 
see it.   
 
The Strategy is jointly funded for the next two years by the     
Local Authority and CCG’s and will be updated every year. 
 
Senior Managers from Health, Children's Services and Adult 
Social Care will be responsible for the Strategy.  
They will make sure that the views of all 
carers, including  parents and young 
adults are taken in to account.  
 
Progress on the Strategy will be reported 
to the Joint Commissioning Leadership 
Team (JCLT) group who will then discuss 
with the Health and Wellbeing Board who 
will make sure that all the actions in the 
strategy are implemented.   
 

These are the minutes of the Cheshire East Part-
nership Board meeting for Adults with Learning Disabilities held on 24th 
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Rachel Wood is Project Manager for the Carers Strategy, she 
works for Cheshire East Council and the CCGs.  She will go to 
carer groups and make sure senior managers know what the   
carers’ issues are.   
 
Some of the things that will be looked at first will be: 
 Respite and Carer Breaks, lots of different kinds of respite, 

not just in care homes. 
 Information for Carers, developing a range of useful           

information for carers. 
 Assessment for carers in need of crisis support and               

identifying carers needs. 
 
Some people have said that the carers                              
assessment form is too long.  Rachel is          
developing a new form.   
 
 
In the future, the Strategy will look at supporting carers who 
have jobs and helping local businesses and employers support 
carers who work for them.  This will include the Local Authority, 
Health, Police and Fire Services.   
 
 
The launch of the Carers Strategy document will 
take place soon.  A leaflet explaining the       
Strategy will be available.  There will be lots of 
events organised and people can make        
complaints and compliments and say what they 
think.   
 

Caring for Carers —Rob Walker  
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Caring for Carers—Rob Walker  

 
Glyn Withenshaw asked about funding for the 
Strategy and would there be enough  
money to provide the services identified  
in the Strategy.    
 
 
Rob said yes, there was funding available and there had          
already been funding available for the last 5 years for carer 
breaks.    
 
 
There was a discussion about the amount of    
money that Carers save services and that there 
should be services to reduce stress on carers. 
Services should be flexible and able to support 
carers to carry on caring for the people in their 
lives in different situations. 
 
 
Rob said the new carers assessments would be completed for 
whole families, looking at all the services that are available.  
They will work with hospitals to help people who become carers 
after a relative is ill.  The strategy will make positive changes for 
carers now and in the future. 
 
 
We talked about radio and newspapers being a 
good way to communicate with carers.  Rachel 
will be running a media campaign with the      
Communications department at the Council. 
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Employment and meaningful day activities  

Jon Wilkie talked to us about the LD Self Assessment       
Framework and in particular supported employment and day 
time activities.   He asked if we could split in to 3 groups and 
talk together and write our thoughts on flip chart paper. Writing 
about our good experiences and what the barriers there are to 
people with learning disabilities getting employment and finding 
meaningful activities and opportunities. This could be about    
either paid day time employment or volunteering in community 
activities. 
 

Good Experiences: 
 
 Cheshire/Wirral Partnerships have created 

paid job opportunities for people with     
learning disabilities. 

 
 The New Education Health and Care Plans for people      

between the ages of 14 and 25, prepare people for        
adulthood.  Employment should be considered as part of 
this planning. 

 
 There have been some schemes in the North West where 

apprenticeships are used to allow people to try out different 
jobs to build skills.  This could be with a large organisation, 
such as a hospital.  Karen Keen at the meeting said she 
would look at this after the meeting to see if there were any 
more opportunities available. 

 
 There is a volunteer shopping group that      
 people with  learning disabilities can join.  
 The volunteers shop for people in rural  
      areas who aren’t able to shop for  
      themselves.  
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What are the Barriers? 
 
 People with learning disabilities sometimes 

need  support to go to work and at work, there 
is not enough support available. 

 
 There are not enough training opportunities for people 

with learning disabilities. 
 
 Employers often don’t consider offering opportunities to 

people with learning disabilities. 
 
 People are concerned that their benefits can be affected 

when taking on a job even if it is part time. 
 
 People with learning disabilities can lack the confidence 

to apply for jobs. 
 
 Organisation often don’t know how to get support to   

employ people with learning disabilities. 
 
 If children with and without learning disabilities mix from 

a young age, when they grow in to adulthood and are in 
the work place they would be more likely to employ  
people with learning disabilities. 

 
 At care and treatment reviews with people with learning 

disabilities’ parents and carers a pathway to                 
employment should be included.  Karen Keen will     
follow this up after the meeting. 

  
 Companies can be concerned that their insurance will 

be affected if they employ people with learning             
disabilities. 

Employment and meaningful day activities  
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After the group discussion, we talked about employment for  
people with learning disabilities.  Marcus Bowness thought that 
he would like to attend a First Aid course and was interested in 
the opportunities for jobs in the hospital perhaps in the shop or        
café.  Jess Baker from CWP will look in to this after the        
meeting to see if there are any possibilities. 
 
 
Glyn Withenshaw talked to the group about  
the new Lifestyle Centre and how this is an    
example of a good opportunity for employment 
for people with learning disabilities.  
 
 
 
The group agreed that people with learning disabilities have  
unique skills and employers may not be aware  of this. 
 
 
 
Rob Walker and Jon Wilkie talked about  
how during discussions about the Carers        
Strategy there could be opportunities to 
talk about support for people with           
disabilities. 
 
 
 
 
 

Employment and meaningful day activities  
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Transforming Care Programme 

Jon gave us an update on Transforming Care.    
 
 
Planning work is going ahead a the moment.  A draft Plan is 
being worked on. The Plan was considered at the Health and          
Wellbeing Board in mid March and will progress over the next  
couple of years. 
 
 
The Transforming Care Plan is led by NHS England and they 
will be working with people with learning disabilities to            
co-produce the detail of the plan.  Speaking Up, Speaking Out 
will be involved in this work. 
 
 
Views from people with learning disabilities are important and 
Transforming Care will stay on future Partnership Board           
Agenda for updates.    
 
 
Tom Clapperton asked Jon 
Wilkie why the plan had to be 
done over such a long period 
of time. Jon said this was a 
long term plan and that some 
of the changes would take a 
longer time to make a          
difference to people with 
learning disabilities. 
 
 

 

These are the minutes of the Cheshire East Partnership Board meeting for 
Adults with Learning Disabilities held on 24th March 2016 

http://www.photosymbols.com/products/annabelle-4


11 

 
We talked about putting supported employment and meaningful 
day activities on a future agenda for North and South Partnership 
Board meetings.  Jon Wilke thought it might be a good option to 
have a separate meeting about this. 
 
 
Louise Nicholson talked about the recent ‘Clean for the Queen’ 
campaign and how the number of volunteers for this had been 
disappointing.   There were not many community volunteers and 
although Louise and her volunteers had enjoyed the day and it 
was worthwhile, we need to feed back to senior managers that 
more support is needed for future events. 
 
 
Tom talked about how important it was for       
people with learning disabilities to have            
information on employment and benefits, such 
as how many hours you can work before this    
affects your benefits or care package. 
 
 
We also talked about volunteering and how this could            
sometimes be a ‘stepping-stone’ to employment.     
 
 
Some members thought that volunteering gives 
great job experience.  Some volunteers receive 
‘Love to Shop’ Vouchers.  
It is important that volunteering should not stop 
people from being paid for work that they do. 
 

News and other things we talked about  
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Cycling Tour of Great Britain 
 
Tom showed us a presentation about the Cycling Tour of        
Britain Event.  
 
This is a cycling tour of Great Britain, Scotland, Wales and 
England and lasts for 7 days from the 4th to 
11th September 2016 finishing in London.      
 
Cheshire East has been chosen as a venue for 
a stage this year and Sandbach will be the 
starting point.   The event will be televised and 
shown live.  Roads will be closed for the event 
and signposts will be put up around Cheshire 
East to show the route through Congleton, 
Sandbach, Crewe, Nantwich and Macclesfield.  
 
Total miles covered will be 182 KM or 113 miles.  You can find 
out more information at www.tourofbritain.co.uk. 
 

PARACHUTE  
 
It is the 10th Birthday of MSUSO Parachute and they have 
been awarded 3 more years of lottery funding.  If you would 
like to find out more, there is a short film on the website to 
showcase what LD people can do. 
 
The film is called ‘speaking up and speaking out 
Don’t stop us now’! And the theme is                
sustainability.  If you want to see the film go to 
www.maccsuso.org.uk.    
 

News and other things we talked about  
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News and other things we talked about  

We talked about the Disability Rights Handbook and Andy 
Worth asked if we could include the link below that takes you 
to the Disability Website where you can get a copy of the    
Handbook. 
 
You can read about changes in benefits in this handbook. 

 
http://www.disabilityrightsuk.org/ 
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Members who came to the meeting  

Tom Clapperton   Co-chair and self advocate 
Jackie Alexander   Co-chair and parent carer 
Andy Worth    Cheshire & Wirral NHS Foundation Trust 
Marcus Bowness   Self Advocate 
Kirsteen Langton-Flint Eastern Cheshire Clinical Commissioning Group 
Penny Hughes    Eastern Cheshire Clinical Commissioning Group 
Siobhan O’Brien   Self Advocate 
Margaret Cadman   Self Advocate  
Kate Sibthorpe   Healthwatch Cheshire East 
Louise  Nicholson   Macclesfield Lifestyle 
Karen Keen     Macclesfield SUSO Parachute 
Glyn Withenshaw   Parent Carer 
Jon Wilkie     Cheshire East Council 
Rob Walker     Cheshire East Council 
Louisa Joyce    Transition Co-ordinator Cheshire East Council  
Mandy Billcliffe   Secretary, Cheshire East Council 
 

 

People who said they could not come to the meeting 
Janet Clowes   Adult Care & Integration Portfolio Holder 
Jos Saunders    Councillor, Cheshire East Council 
Mike Ward    Self Advocate  
Darren Broderick   David Lewis Centre 
Gill Welch    Co-chair and parent carer 
Ann Riley    Cheshire East Council 
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The next meeting 

19 May 2016 
Starting at 10.00 am 

 
The next meeting will be at: 
 
Ground Floor meeting room, 
Congleton Library, Market Square, 
Congleton, Cheshire CW12 1ET 
 
Please enter the building on the ground 
floor behind bus stops (white sliding 
door) 

    

 
        
 
 
 

  Here are the remaining dates for 
2016 

 
        28 July  

  29 September  
  24 November 
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Contact Details 

Ann Riley - Corporate Commissioning  
Manager,  
Cheshire East Council and Chair of the  
Partnership Board 
Email:  Ann.Riley@cheshireeast.gov.uk  
Tel: 01270 371406 

 

Gill Welch 
Co-Chair & Chair 
of  South 
Partnership Board 

Jackie Alexander 
Co-Chair & Chair of 
North  
Partnership Board 
 

Jon Wilkie Partnership Boards Co-ordinator 
Email: Jon.Wilkie@cheshireeast.gov.uk 
Telephone: 01625 374770 

Tom Clapperton  
Co-Chair  

Mike Ward 
Co-Chair 


