
  

  

These are the minutes of the Cheshire East Partnership Board meeting for 
Adults with Learning Disabilities held on 

23 July 2015 

Welcome 
 

Tom welcomed everyone to the meeting and we  
introduced ourselves.  We looked at the minutes of the 
May meeting and checked that the actions had been 
completed.  The minutes were agreed as correct.  

 

       

 

 

 

                       Actions from this meeting 

 The Council’s review of Fees—including Direct Payments—will be 
discussed at the September meeting of the Board 

 Jon will ask that at the next Provider Forum they will talk about  
people with learning disabilities being involved with the interviewing 
of their carers 

 Catherine and Jon will discuss reinstating the joint training        
partnership training at the David Lewis Centre 
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Updates from sub-groups 

 

North Partnership Board 
 

 
 
 

Macclesfield College came to the North Partnership Board meeting to 
talk about courses available during the summer holidays.  They 
talked about having a risk assessment and a Doctors note when   
participating in activities.  Andy has spoken to the Surgeries about 
this.   
 
The Direct Payment rate is still a concern.  Pete  
Gosling from the Council explained that the 
Council is reviewing all charges.  This has to be 
done to  ensure the Council is compliant in all  
areas of charging.  The DP rate is part of this 
work.   We will talk about this more in September 
when the review is completed.  Kate wanted to 
know if providers and service users were  being  
consulted about the charges.  Action: Pete will 
find out and let us know. 
 
 
There are concerns about the difficulties in recruiting Personal         
Assistants in the North of Cheshire. 
 
 
We talked about people with learning disabilities eating out with their     
support worker.  Staff from Care4CE are not allowed to accept a meal 
from their client.  It was discussed that it can be less enjoyable to eat 
a meal when a support worker with you is not eating.  Jon explained 
that this is about whether people can consent to pay for a support 
worker to eat with them and whether it is in their best interests to pay 
for a meal if someone does not have the capacity to consent. 
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Updates from sub-groups 

South Partnership Board 
 
At the South Partnership Board we talked 
about the activities and opportunities survey.  
We also talked about the Partnership’s new 
website.  
 
 
 
 
 

Macclesfield Speaking Up Speaking Out 
 
Michelle told us about the Yellow Day the group 
had recently.  They had a fun day and used the     
Accessible Bikes.  3 footballers from Macclesfield 
Football Club came to visit.  They raised £206 for 
East Cheshire Hospice. 
 

Eastern Clinical Commissioning Group  
Autism Workshop 

 
Karen Burton talked about the 22 April workshop the Clinical       
Commissioning Group had about Autism and Attention Deficit and         
Hyperactive Disorder (ADHD).  The event was called The Art of the 
Possible.  70 people attended who work in health services, education 
and social care.   Every one was passionate about providing and    
improving services for people with Autism and ADHD.  Everyone 
shared experiences and discussed how to make services better.  
They talked about people having to wait for a diagnosis and lack of 
support.  The group are going to start working together—focusing on 
people under 19 years old.  Work will begin organising a plan.  Karen 
said that she will  report back to the Partnership Board on a regular 
basis on progress. 
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The GOLD Group Survey 

 
Jon talked about the results of the GOLD Group Survey. The GOLD 
Group wanted to know: 
 

 How many times a week people go out 

 If activities were planned 

 What support they need if any 

 If people are happy with their social lives 

 The barriers that challenge them   
 
The survey was completed by 79 people who live in Cheshire who  
are from 16 years old to over 75 years old.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The adults with learning difficulties were asked questions about their 
social lives: 
 

 What do you like to do? 

 How many times in the week do you go out? 

 Are you happy with the opportunities you have? 

 Do you need support to go out? 

 Can you choose where to go? 

 Would you like more hours to go out? 
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The GOLD Group Survey 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
When asked what would you like to do these are some of the  
answers: 
 
 Theatre trips 
 Visit castles 
 Walk by the sea 
 Visit towns and cities 
 Go out on day trips 
 Go to work and earn money 
 Do voluntary work 
 Meet people who are not children or old 
 Travel 
 
No one said they go out at night or go to music festivals, but it clear 
that some people would like to have more opportunity to do this.   
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The GOLD Group Survey 

Jon said that the GOLD Group will build on the results by holding   
focus groups across Cheshire East with people with learning   
disabilities to talk more about what events and activities they want to 
take part in.  The findings of the survey will be shared with service 
providers and organisations. 
 
It will be important to encourage service providers to give a service 
to people with learning disabilities so that they can have the social 
lives they really want. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andy and Darren said that they are going to organise a Sunday night 
Club and Disco which will be held in Macclesfield at the Football 
Club starting on 6 September.  The flyer is below and has been sent 
out to all groups and people who would be interested.  The regular 
event is to be called Silky Sundays! 
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Think Local Act Personal 

Louise Egan and Dave Caldwell from the Council came to talk about 
the Think Local Act Personal (TLAP) Phase 2 Action Plan.   

 

Think Local, Act Personal is a National initiative set up to change adult 
social care for the better through personalisation and community based 
support.  The Cheshire TLAP Group shared this information with the 
Board.  The TLAP Group is made up of officers from the Council and 
representatives from Healthwatch.  They are using the Action Plan 
“Making It Real” to make changes in services and check how things are 
going and that the changes are making a difference to people and also 
that the services they have are personal to them—what they really 
want.  We talked about the “I….” statements  that say what people 
want to see and experience.  

 

Pete Gosling said that TLAP is not just about people with learning    
disabilities but every one who uses social care services because a lot 
of the issues are the same.  Louise said that they will work closely with 
the GOLD group especially about activities.  Darren said he was        
interested in being involved with the work of the TLAP Group.   For    
further information the Easy Read version of “Making It Real” is           
sent with the Minutes. 
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Think Local Act Personal (Continued) 

We talked about people with 
learning disabilities being       
involved in the interviewing of 
carers.  This does usually   
happen but the Council is 
checking on how this is actually 
working.  The Council have 
been  doing this for a few years 
but we need to ensure that  
Providers are doing this too.  
Action: Jon will ensure that 

this is discussed with the Providers at the next Forum. 
 
Andy talked about training and remembered that in the past the    
David Lewis Centre provided the venue and Providers came along to 
have training, for example on Complex Needs, Budgets and          
Epilepsy.  We talked about doing this training again linking with the 
North West Training and Development team.  Action: Catherine and 
Jon will look at this.  Andy will send them any funding information he 
has. 
 
 

Health Outcomes Event—World Café 
 
Karen said that the Clinical Commissioning Groups are   
organising two “Health outcomes” events to update people 
on the work they are doing to help improve the health of 
adults with learning difficulties.  They are going to invite 
lots of people including adults with learning difficulties, 
their families, carers and friends as well as people who run 
services in social care and health.    
 
These events will be in the Spring 2016 and it is hoped 
there will be an event in Macclesfield and one in Crewe. 
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Who came to the meeting 

Tom Clapperton    Self advocate and Co-Chair 

Gill Welch     Co-Chair/ Carer 

Jackie Alexander   Co-Chair/Carer 

Councillor Stewart Gardiner  Councillor Cheshire East Council, Health and  
            Adult Social Care 

Pete Gosling    Principal Manager, Adult Social Care, Cheshire 
       East Council 

Kate Sibthorp    Parent Carer 

Louise Nicolson    Support Worker, Macclesfield Lifestyle Group 

Michelle Plumb    Self advocate 

Marcus Bowes    Self advocate 

Darren Brodrick    The David Lewis Centre 

Michael Ward    Self advocate and co-chair 

Tom Brereton    Support worker, Macon House, Crewe 

Michael Palin    Self advocate 

Stephanie Moylan   Self advocate 

Charlotte Goodwin   Self advocate 

Andy Worth     LD Services, Cheshire & Wirral Partnership 

Catherine Mills    South Cheshire & Vale Royal Clinical  

       Commissioning Group 

Karen Burton    Eastern Cheshire Clinical Commissioning Group 

Jon Wilkie     Projects Manager, Cheshire East Council 

Gerard Buckley    Housing Officer, Cheshire East Council 

Alison Ratcliffe    Secretary, Cheshire East Council 

Margaret Leonard   Administrator, Cheshire East Council 

 

People who said they could not come to the meeting: 

Councillor Janet Clowes     Portfolio Holder for Care and Health 

Ann Riley     Corporate Commissioning Manager, Cheshire 
       East Council 

Lesley Cleworth    Mental Health Service Delivery, South Cheshire 
       Clinical Commissioning Group 

Glyn Withenshaw   Parent Carer 

Dave Leadbetter    Commissioning Manager, Children’s Services, 
       Cheshire East Council 
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24 September 2015 
Starting at 10.00 a.m. 

 
The next meeting will be at: 
 
The New Life Church 
Danesford Community Centre 
West Road, Congleton 
CW12 4EY 
 
There is a car park at the front 
of the building 

 
  

      Contact Details 

 
 
 

 
 

(photo to be  
Taken) 

Contact Details : 

Jon Wilkie 

Tel:  01625 374770 

Jon.wilkie@cheshireeast.gov.uk 

The next meeting 

Jackie Alexander 

Deputy Chair 

Gillian Welch 

Deputy Chair 

Tom Clapperton 

Co-Chair 

Michael Ward 

Co-Chair 

 

The final meeting of 2015 will be on 26 November 


